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WERMA signal lamps flash all the way to Kenya  
The Belgian company Meyland uses intensely bright and loud products 

made by WERMA

MEYLAND MOVES AND TRANSPORTS 
GOODS 

The motto of family-owned company 
Meyland, based in Adegem in Belgium, 
is “make the goods move”. They spe-
cialise in building systems for all indus-
trial sectors and any company division 
regardless of the type of goods being 
transported, from bulk commodities 
to a single product. Meyland designs, 
constructs and maintains systems for 
transporting single products and bulk 
commodities. Today, their range of pro-
ducts includes conveyor belts, elevators, 
screw and chain conveyors, silos, bun-
kers, mobile scales and packaging and 
palletising machines. 

The internationally active company does 
not just transport goods from A to B. Ins-
tead, they provide practical solutions for 
optimising the entire production process 
and making it more efficient and reliab-
le step by step. For several years, Mey-
land has also taken on turnkey projects. 
These involve not only installing and de-
livering transportation systems, but also 
providing electrical control systems and 
the entire range of equipment connec-
ted with goods transport. In this way, the 
company provides holistic transport so-
lutions. 

MOBILE SCALES AND WEIGH HOPPERS IN 
INTERNATIONAL APPLICATIONS 
In recent years, the company has speci-
alised in machines and systems connec-

ted with port facilities and, most notably, 
is an important stakeholder in the port of 
Antwerp. Products made by this Belgian 
company are also employed in interna-
tional ports around the globe ever more 
frequently. 

Meyland goes to great lengths to meet 
high quality standards and guarantee 
the highest levels of safety at home as 
well as abroad: all scales, weigh hop-
pers and other transport systems are first 
constructed in Belgium and thoroughly 
tested. If they pass this test phase suc-
cessfully, the products can then be dis-
mantled again and shipped to the res-
pective country of destination. 

Mobile scales and weigh hoppers in 

Company portrait: About Meyland N.V. 
The family-owned company Meyland, based 
in Adegem in Belgium, provides high-quality 
systems for handling and transporting single 
products and bulk commodities. The com-
pany specialises in machines and systems for 
port facilities. Today, their range of products 
includes conveyor belts, elevators, screw and 
chain conveyors, silos, bunkers, mobile scales 
and packaging and palletising machines.

The company name, Meyland, was formed 
from the names of the company founders: 
Antoine De Meyere and Richard Roeland 
founded the Belgian family-owned company 
in 1968. The two founders set up a workshop 
for maintaining and repairing machines in a 
shed and in the most basic conditions. At the 
time, they mainly focused on the cereal and 
animal feed industry. 

The company has expanded continuously 
since that time: new business premises and 
offices were built. In 2000, the second gene-
ration of the family, Robby, Carlo and Geert 
Roeland, took over the management of the 
company. Today, Meyland employees over 
50 members of staff. 



particular are used around the world. 
The products being transported can be 
fed into the weighing system by crane 
or conveyor belt before being shipped. 
Mobile scales continually weigh the in-
coming goods with a maximum throug-
hput of 2000 m³ per hour. After weighing, 
conveyor belts transport the products to 
the correct storage area. 

USED IN PORTS AROUND THE WORLD – 
AN APPLICATION IN KENYA

Meyland constructed three mobile 
weigh hoppers for a Kenyan customer. 
This is already the second time that the 
company has completed a project at 
this African port. The gigantic weigh hop-
pers are used for handling cement and 
maize at the port of Mombasa. After all, 
this Kenyan port is one of the largest tra-
ding hubs for maize in the world.

Michiel Dielman, project manager at 
Meyland, explains: “We built three mo-
bile weigh hoppers for the port of Kenya. 
They are used to weigh bulk goods. They 
enable you to determine with great pre-
cision how many tonnes of raw materials 
are being moved when loading and un-
loading ships.” 

For this project, as for many others, the 
weigh hoppers and batch scales were 
first designed and completely const-

ructed in Belgium by Meyland emplo-
yees.  After thorough and comprehen-
sive testing, they were dismantled again 
for shipping to their final destination in 
Kenya. Once the weighing bunkers had 
safely arrived at the port, local workers 

reconstructed them under the supervi-
sion of Meyland employees. All parties 
involved were delighted that the entire 
project ran so smoothly and that the 
hoppers and scales could successfully 
be put into operation extremely quickly. 

MAMMOTH WEIGH HOPPERS 
The special feature of these weigh hop-
pers is their enormous size: they are 

each 13 metres high and weigh over 
90 tonnes. For this reason, a total of 14 
special trailers and 11 containers were 
required to transport them. The weigh 
hoppers and batch scales are also 
equipped with generators to allow them 
to operation fully autonomously. The ca-
librated weighing systems can weigh up 

to 800 tonnes every hour and up to 20 
tonnes per batch. 

Michiel Dielman says: “These machines 
are absolutely huge! In view of their co-
lossal size, it was vital to attach warning 
signals to the machines for the safety of 
all persons working nearby”.

SAFETY FIRST – SAFETY FOR PEOPLE IN THE 
IMMEDIATE VICINITY
The issue of safety is paramount for Mey-
land. The company believes that many 
accidents resulting in injury, bodily harm, 
material damage and environmental 
damage can be prevented by suita-
ble preventative measures and safety 
precautions.
So Meyland set out to find qualified 
partners who supply suitable signalling 
systems for all mobile scales and weigh 
hoppers. WERMA proved to be the per-
fect partner. Meyland quickly found 
what they were looking for in the extensi-
ve and varied product range of the Ger-
man signal device manufacturer. They 
selected signal lamps and sirens suita-
ble for warning anybody in the vicinity of 
the potential hazards both visually and 
audibly. 

INTENSELY BRIGHT AND LOUD SIGNAL-
LING
The chassis of the gigantic hoppers have 
wheels that can move in all directions. 
From the very moment that the units 
begin to move, WERMA yellow flashing 
lights and loud multi-tone sounders start 
up. This allows everybody to comply with 

Mobile scales: Meyland initially builds every hopper in Belgium, tests it and only then ships it to 
the respective country of destination.

The chassis of the gigantic 
hoppers have wheels that 
can move in all directions. 
WERMA lamps and loud 
sirens start up from the 
moment that the unit 
begins to move. This allows 
everybody to comply with 
the required safety distan-
ce as soon as the titan is 
set in motion.



the required safety distance as soon as 
the titan is set in motion. Michiel Dielman 
explains: “This is a very dangerous area. 
Nobody is allowed near the hopper whi-
le it is moving. For this reason, we use the 
very attention-grabbing signal lamps 
and sirens made by WERMA”.

The machine operators also require sig-
nals. The crane driver has to know when 
the hopper is ready to receive the next 
batch of raw materials. LED EVS lamps 
from the WERMA 280 series are used 
for this purpose. The randomly flickering 
light produced by these lamps is excep-
tionally conspicuous. The random light 
signal sequences makes the light seem 
very ‘agitated’. This means that the 
excellent signalling effect is sustained, 
even when only seen from the corner of 
the eye. EVS stands for Enhanced Visibili-
ty System or ‘Elektronische Verbesserung 
der Sichtbarkeit ’, in German. 

Michiel Dielman says: “We use large 
EVS lamps in red and green. When the 
green lamp goes on, this signals that 
the machine is ready for the next batch. 
Conversely, if the red signal lights up, the 
weigh hopper is still processing raw ma-
terials and the crane driver must wait”. 

CHOOSING THE RIGHT SIGNALS
Niki Claeys helped them to choose sui-
table products. He is a technical sales 
manager at the Belgian branch of WER-
MA. He made sure that extremely bright 
and powerful products were used on the 
weigh hoppers so that they could still be 
clearly seen in the bright surroundings 
in Kenya: “The large LED signal lamps 
are ideal for the Meyland projects. They 
can be clearly seen from great distan-
ces and even in direct sunlight. Mey-
land also mounted the lamps obliquely 
so they are easily discernible from any 
angle”. 

Niki Claeys adds: “Meyland decided 
to use the multi-tone sounder 144 for 
acoustic signalling. It produces a noise 
level of 114 decibels that can be heard 
distinctly, even if the ambient volume le-
vel at the port is very high”. The weigh 
hoppers that were constructed in Kenya 
in 2017 were also retrofitted with WERMA 
signal lamps.

WERMA LAMPS? ANY TIME!
A WERMA signal tower of the KombiSIGN 
71 series was also attached to the con-
trol cabinet of the weigh hopper drive 
section. A green light indicates when the 
machine is ready for transportation.  The 
red light shows that a parameter is incor-
rect and that action is required. 

The project in Kenya ran smoothly and 
all parties concerned were delighted 
that the gargantuan weigh hoppers 
could be put into operation without any 
problems. Michiel Dielman concludes: 
“We have several new projects in the 
pipeline for which we will certainly be 
using WERMA. In the past, we tried using 
a different type of signal, but WERMA al-
ways delivered the best quality. 

They recently introduced their new Evo-
SIGNAL LED lamps. The light intensity of 
these is even better than that of the 
older series. We will certainly be using 
them!”

The attached LED lamps show the crane 
driver when the container scales are 
ready to receive the next batch of raw 
materials. 

When the red signal lights up, the 
weighing bunker is still processing raw 
materials and the crane driver must wait. 
The EVS function allows the operator to 
clearly discern the signal, even in the 
bright surroundings in Kenya.

Pictured from left to right: Michiel Diel-
man (head of the Electrical Division at 
Meyland), Niki Claeys (sales manager at 
WERMA BeNeLux) and Bjorn Werbrouck 
(sales manager at Meyland). 
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An attention-grabbing KomibSIGN signal 
tower is attached to every control cabinet.


